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Gift Thoughtfully this Lunar New Year 
Help Prevent the Spread of Invasive Pests. Please Don't Share Homegrown Fruit. 
Lunar New Year is a time of renewal, prosperity and connection. Fruits like oranges and tangerines play a meaningful role in celebrations, symbolizing prosperity and health, but recent detections of invasive pests in the area can make sharing these celebratory fruits risky. This Lunar New Year and beyond, residents are encouraged to help protect these cherished foods from invasive pests that threaten locally grown produce.
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has detected several invasive fruit flies in the state and established the following quarantines to stop its spread.  
Mediterranean Fruit Fly Quarantine 
The quarantine covers parts of the cities of San José, Santa Clara, Campbell, Milpitas, Monte Sereno and the town of Los Gatos in Santa Clara County and portions of Sunnyvale, Fremont and Livermore in Alameda County. 
Oriental Fruit Fly Quarantine 
The quarantine includes the cities of Riverside, Norco and Eastvale, as well as a portion of Jurupa Valley, including the Rubidoux community in Riverside County and the cities of Ontario, Upland, Chino, Rancho Cucamonga and Fontana in San Bernardino County. 
Caribbean Fruit Fly Quarantine 
The quarantine encompasses portions of Los Angeles County, including the city of Montebello, and is bordered on the north by the city of Alhambra; on the south by the city of Downey; on the west by the city of Huntington Park; and on the east by the city of South El Monte. 
These invasive, non-native pests can infest more than 250 types of fruits and vegetables, putting backyard gardens and California’s agricultural economy at risk. Invasive fruit flies can damage fruits when they lay their eggs under the skin of the produce, where the developing larvae tunnel and feed, making it unfit for human consumption. 


As residents prepare to celebrate Lunar New Year, taking simple but important steps can help protect their backyard harvest and community from the threat of invasive species:
· For safe holiday gifting, buy fresh produce and plants only from local, licensed retailers and nurseries.
· Do not ship homegrown plants or produce into or out of California.
· Please do not bring fruits, vegetables or plants into California from other states or countries.
· If you live within the quarantine area:
· Please do not move homegrown fruits or vegetables off the property where they are grown.
· Bag, seal and dispose of mature produce or produce that has fallen to the ground in the regular waste bin until the quarantine is lifted.
· Support agriculture crews working to protect your garden.
· Inspect your homegrown produce and report any signs of fruit flies or maggots to the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Pest Hotline at 1-800-491-1899.
By working together, residents can protect the fruits and vegetables that symbolize abundance and prosperity during Lunar New Year and beyond. Learn more at CAFruitFly.com.
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