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MONUMENT FRONT SIDE TEXT 
 

NO INDIVIDUAL HAS CONTRIBUTED MORE TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE THAN 
ROBERT M. HOWIE.  FROM 1954 UNTIL 1982, MR. HOWIE SERVED AS AGRICULTURAL 

COMMISSIONER OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY. 
 

DURING HIS TENURE, CROP VALUES ROSE BY 650%, CITRUS ACREAGE DOUBLED AND 
AGRICULTURAL VALUES IN THE COACHELLA VALLEY INCREASED TEN-FOLD. 

 
UNDER MR. HOWIE’S GUIDANCE, RIVERSIDE COUNTY RESPONDED TO CHALLENGES WITH 
INNOVATION.  NEW APPROACHES TO PEST CONTROL, WORKER SAFETY AND MARKETING 

WERE DEVELOPED HERE AND BECAME INDUSTRY STANDARDS. 
 

AS YOU PASS THROUGH THE ROBERT M. HOWIE PLAZA, TAKE A MOMENT TO EXPERIENCE 
THE LIFE-AFFIRMING QUALITIES OF THE NINE WASHINGTON NAVEL ORANGE TREES.  
THESE TREES REPRESENT OUR HERITAGE AND ARE A TESTAMENT TO THIS LAND’S 

RICHNESS.  THEY WERE PLANTED IN APPRECIATION OF THE PEOPLE WHO LABOR TO 
PROVIDE THE BOUNTIFUL HARVEST THAT SUSTAINS US ALL. 

 
 

MONUMENT REVERSE SIDE TEXT 
 
“CULTIVATORS OF THE EARTH ARE THE MOST VALUABLE CITIZENS.  THEY ARE THE MOST 
VIGOROUS, THE MOST INDEPENDENT, THE MOST VIRTUOUS, AND THEY ARE TIED TO THEIR 
COUNTRY AND WEDDED TO ITS LIBERTY AND INTERESTS BY THE MOST LASTING BANDS.” 
 
            -THOMAS JEFFERSON 

 
AGRICULTURAL SUCCESS BEGAN IN THIS AREA WITH THE RAISING OF GRAIN AND CATTLE 

IN THE LATE 1700’s.  TWO WASHINGTON NAVEL ORANGE TREES PLANTED IN 1873 
TRANSFORMED THIS REGION INTO A CITRUS EMPIRE.   DURING 2005, RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

AGRICULTURALISTS PRODUCED 128 DIFFERENT COMMODITIES AND EXPORTED FARM 
PRODUCTS TO 53 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE.  THE ECONOMY, LIFESTYLE AND CULTURE OF 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY ARE DEEPLY ROOTED IN AGRICULTURE. 
 

THIS MONUMENT IS DEDICATED TO THE VIRTUOUS, VIGOROUS AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE 
WHO CULTIVATE THE EARTH IN RIVERSIDE COUNTY, AND TO ROBERT M. HOWIE, WHO 

DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO PROTECTING AND PROMOTING AGRICULTURE. 
 

DECEMBER 12, 2006 
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Clockwise from Top Left: Bob Howie, former 
Agricultural Commissioner (1954-1982); John 
Snyder, current Agricultural Commissioner 
(2003); Leon Spaugy and Jim Wallace, former 
Agricultural Commissioners (1982-1988 and 
1988-2003), and the poster from the ceremony. 
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Clockwise from Top Left: Bob Howie, wife 
Betty, and daughter Marty, at original dedication 
in 1983; Bob Howie and Betty Tavaglione; Bob 
Howie with Marty and son Richard; Original 
plaque honoring Bob Howie in the plaza area of 
the County Administrative Center. 
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Clockwise from Top 
Left:Bob Howie with 
Supervisors Ashley, 
Tavaglione, and Buster; 
John Snyder addressing 
the assembly; Bob 
Howie talking with Lee 
and Linden Anderson; 
Supervisor Buster 
addressing the crowd; 
Crowd assembled to 
honor Mr. Howie. 
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Clockwise from Top Left: Mr. 
Howie received the Jaycees’ annual 
Good Government Award (1967); 
Robert Howie’s initial appointment 
as Agricultural Commissioner 
(Daily Press, 1954); News article 
detailing the seventh 4 year 
appointment as Agricultural 
Commissioner for Mr Howie 
(Press-Enterprise, 1978). 
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Clockwise from Top Left: 1934 photo of employees (Bob 
Howie, lower left); Bob Howie (lower right) observing 
fumigation techniques in the Coachella Valley (1950); Bob 
Howie’s office (1960);  Bob Howie and Dave Kelley, with 
award from Farm Bureau named after Mr. Howie; Early 
Agricultural Commissioner’s office on Orange Street; Bob 
Howie’s office (1970). 
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  Robert M. Howie, Agricultural Commissioner

Harvested/Bearing Acreage - 1930 to 2006
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Agricultural Production Valuation - 1930 to 2006
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Historical Crop Acreage and Valuation - 1930 to 2006

Year

Crop 1930 1942 1954 1968 1982 1994 2006

Citrus Acres 21,111             25,480              22,097               37,578                40,779                31,078                    18,568                  

Value 11,733,400      10,274,300       21,387,500         32,610,200          103,793,900        107,022,600           107,897,000         

Tree/Vine Acres 25,147             23,065              22,549               19,332                26,175                30,347                    27,501                  

Value 2,223,000        5,114,800         12,716,600         24,649,900          145,740,300        214,397,400           191,321,200         

Vegetables Acres 12,811             19,394              46,338               42,938                50,274                38,121                    34,057                  

Value 2,400,100        6,046,600         27,463,300         39,497,300          135,383,600        141,751,000           213,643,300         

Field/Seed Acres 139,977           172,597            230,231             229,866               246,998               201,369                  125,311                

Value 4,171,200        6,833,300         20,288,000         23,052,300          69,525,300          82,186,100             68,611,700           

Apiary Value -                       124,800            236,400             395,800               3,008,600            5,815,100               3,554,300             

Nursery Value -                       206,000            2,082,100          3,510,900            23,166,700          79,537,200             270,992,800         

Livestock/Poultry Value -                       9,990,000         44,313,400         109,792,200        349,392,700        423,781,200           234,903,400         

Aquaculture Value -                       -                        -                         -                          777,500               14,995,400             13,367,300           

TOTALS Acres 199,046           240,536            321,215             329,714               364,226               300,915                  205,437                

Value 20,527,700$    38,589,800$     128,487,300$     233,508,600$      830,788,600$      1,069,486,000$      1,104,291,000$    

 Robert M. Howie - Agricultural Commissioner
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Rank Crop Value ($) Crop Value ($) Crop Value ($) Crop Value ($)

1 Oranges, Navel 6,637,507     Oranges, Navel 5,099,650      Milk 288,279,600      Nursery 270,992,800      

2 Alfalfa, all 2,289,100     Alfalfa, all 3,117,773      Grapes, table 118,753,600      Milk 156,809,400      

3 Oranges, Valencia 2,277,439     Cattle/Calves 2,430,510      Nursery 79,537,200        Grapes, table 105,524,300      

4 Lemons 1,489,179     Grain, all 2,109,770      Eggs 74,557,500        Peppers, Bell 62,075,700        

5 Potatoes 1,313,240     Eggs 2,106,000      Dates 58,089,300        Eggs 53,551,800        

6 Pomelos 890,828        Oranges, Valencia 1,918,892      Hay, all 56,327,100        Hay 49,212,000        

7 Cotton, all 771,200        Butterfat 1,879,200      Cattle\Calves 55,114,400        Grapefruit 41,501,100        

8 Grain, all 613,920        Dates 1,712,865      Lemons 33,075,600        Lemons 39,679,400        

9 Dates 596,209        Lemons 1,442,097      Grapefruit 30,910,300        Avocados 39,621,200        

10 Watermelons 404,925        Potatoes 1,187,139      Avocados 29,712,100        Dates 38,572,200        

Rank Crop Value ($) Crop Value ($) Crop Value ($)

1 Oranges, Navel 10,919,430    Grapes, Tabel 13,487,766    Cattle/Calves 210,013,500      

2 Potatoes 8,651,250      Grapefruit 10,649,859    Poultry 88,864,900        

3 Cotton, all 8,185,690      Oranges, Navel 9,283,094      Grapes, Table 87,572,600        

4 Grapes, Table 5,677,280      Carrots 8,274,284      Grapefruit 36,075,500        

5 Grain, all 4,062,100      Dates 8,072,427      Dates 35,112,500        

6 Lemons 3,978,100      Lettuce 6,750,480      Lettuce, Head 28,322,700        

7 Dates 3,847,500      Cotton 6,572,505      Alfalfa 26,276,300        

8 Alfalfa, Hay 3,646,740      Alfalfa, Hay 6,451,863      Beef 25,881,200        

9 Grapefruit 3,422,000      Lemons 5,863,784      Cotton 23,341,500        

10 Tomatoes 3,213,960      Potatoes 5,633,506      Oranges, Valen 23,303,000        

   Robert M. Howie, Agricultural Commissioner
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Robert M. Howie - Milestones 

  
1934 – Robert M. Howie is hired as an agricultural inspector with the Riverside County Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office in the Blythe district. 
 
1954 – Mr. Howie is appointed Agricultural Commissioner by the Riverside County Board of Supervisors. 
 
1962 – Mr. Howie participates in a month long fact finding, agricultural trade development and goodwill tour of 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
 
1972 – The Agricultural Commissioner’s Office becomes responsible for the enforcement of statewide 
regulations to protect employees, fieldworkers, and the environment from exposure to pesticides. 
 
1973 – The United Farm Workers’ Union organizes protests, strikes, and boycotts of lettuce and grapes in the 
Coachella Valley. 
 
1975 – Citrus acreage in Riverside County peaks at 54,372 bearing acres. 
 
1982 – Mr. Howie retires from the Office of the Agricultural Commissioner, stating, “It has been a great 
privilege for me to have been associated with and served the agricultural industry of Riverside County for over 
48 years.” 
 
1954 to 1982 – As Agricultural Commissioner, Mr. Howie witnessed the following: 
 

 Total crop valuation increased by 650 %. 
 Citrus acreage increased by over 200 %. 
 Total agricultural income in the Coachella Valley increased by 900 %. 
 Nursery stock valuation through out the County increased by 1,100 %. 

 
1983 – The Riverside County Farm Bureau established the Robert M. Howie Award, presented annually to 
individuals that have provided outstanding service to agriculture in the County. The award was created to 
remind others of the dedication that Mr. Howie demonstrated and to recognize and encourage that kind of 
dedication in others. 
 
1983 – The original Robert M. Howie Citrus Plaza was dedicated on the southwest side of the County 
Administrative Center (CAC). 
 
2001 – Construction begins on the Annex to the CAC. The Marker (Plaque) for the Howie Citrus Plaza is 
removed to make way for the new building. 
 
2006 – The Robert M. Howie Plaza and Monument were re-dedicated in the area adjacent to the County 
Administrative Center Annex, amongst nine Navel orange trees planted several years earlier. 
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